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Tmis Day Oxz Sgont Yzar Aco Napoleon,
the Napoleonic empire, France and Puris were

in all their glory. Where are they now? And

what high and mizhty raler, capital or nation

comes next? In the interval to next New

Year, pertiaps, this question may be answered.
Massacuoserrs Masvracirres fliourish in

spite of the siringency ol tha money

and geceral dopr of hu:

six months’ ac

elosing of th

Lowell cotlor I3 shows a betler eondition
than was uauticipat:d evea hy the most san-
guine. _

GEeNERAL PLEAsONTON.—As will be seen in )
another part of the Pleasonton

it tendered Lim
-second Inferanal

hag declined the enterialn:
by the officers of the Thirt

Revenue distriet. He will me the duties
of Commisgioner of Internal Revenue on
Tuesday next.

A Waznise 1v Recanp 1o SUSPENSION

Bripees—In the fire the other day at the
west end of the suspension brilge over the
Allegheny river ai Franklin, Pa., “‘wlereby
the flames were communicated to the bridge,

and the cables, goon becoming red lot, parted
from their anchorage, precipitating the bridge |
ato the river.”

Tag Prresiay Sigce Goss, itis reported,
have been throwing their shells from a dis-

tance of seven thousand yurds, or funr wiles, |
into Paris.
for General Gilimore, from the izland Lelow |
Fort Sumter, during our late Southern rebel-
lion, almost destroyed with bhis shells the
lower portion of Charleston, at a distance
from his batteries of six miles.

This iz po great achievement: |

report of this DBoard will show that the re-

ceipts of the School fund for 1870 were

$2,784,040, out of all bt a bal-

ance now in tha hauds of the City Cham- |
berlain of a li'tt'e over fifty dollarz las been |
expended. F.om these expenditures the
teachers of ward schools received §1,670,501,
Teachers as n general rule are very poorly
paid for their arduons lubors, and we shonld
lilte to see & larger item in that part of the
account, if pos ible. It appears that tbe
Normal Coliere admitted over one thousand
pupils, all by competitive written examination,
pinety-seven of whom gradoated last July,
leaving now re_ister.d on ke roli eight hun-
dred aod Gfiv-four pupils.

1
1
|
|
]
1]
Tag Boarp or Epvcariox,—The nnr,u:-.l’
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The Dawa of the New Yenr.

Another atom of time has been added to
the illimitable accumulation of eternity. The
Anclent of Days has gathered in another leaf
to the great book of human destiny. One
more faint ripple has completed its shining
circnit over the ocoan of space and disap-
peared upon the shore that mortal eyes have
never scen. This Is a solemn and imposing
thought, for although moaths and weeks, days
and hours, have very notable duration and
may be more crowded with events to some one
individnal or in some one part of the world
than is an ordinary lifetime to others or else-
where, they do not convey to our minds the
decided and comprehensible impression of
an epoch that is so strongly marked on
our perception by the close of the astronomi-
cal and civil year. This, too, seems to have
been the instinctive feeling of mem from the
remotest ages of which authentic annals are
preserved. The sclence eof Egypt, deriving
its formulas from still earlier research,
achieved in periods that were hoar
antiquity to even the sages of Chaldea,
transmitted its thoughts to the European
world, and when Christianity arose it found
Pagan civilization making the close of the
old (welvemonth and the opening of the new
one a religious as well as a popular occasion
for unusual festivity and pomp. For cen-
turies, while the followers of the true Messiah
bad to struggle against heathen prejudice and
persecution, they avoided and even authorita-
tively denounced the observance of the New

Year's birth as a holiday ; but, as resistance |

faded away and the doctrines of the Saviour
were accepted by all the Western natiens, the
pleasant spirit of the old festival, regarded
simply as a social commemoration, returned,
until, ia our time, it hag again become almost
universal where civilization of eur own type pre-
vails; and, since ita joviality is not restrained
by the sacred awe that invests the Christmas
festival, it is made n day of greater general
frolic than that hallowed anniversary.

We may, then, safely estimate that at least
four hundred milliens of the human race are,
this very morning (with allowance fer the
difference of exact time in different longi-
tudes), making merry or feeling sad over the
advent of the new-bhorn year. At the same
moment we may justly reflect that of all
this vast congragatien, and of all the lands
that they inhabit, no people and no
country bave so hizh, so favorable or so
enviable a point of observation as we who
dwell in America possess, and, among the
years that have elapsed since vur Declaration
of Independence, 1870 has yielded the most
practical and convineing proofs of this grand
fact. But it is not alone that we have been so
wonderfully restored to national health and
streagth, after ene of the most gigantic and
destructive civil conflicts that the world has
ever witnessed, nor yet that our agricnlture,
trade, maaufuctures, internal improvements,
spread of reclgimed domain and intelligent and
active population have so grandly ad-
vanced durlag the bygene twelvemonth. The
most glorions trinmph of all is the progress—
eminent, all-embracing, incontestible—that we
have made in peace and liberly, when con-
trasted with the rest of the human race, in the
wonderfual year whose last houra passed he-
yond while these lines were hardining into
type.

The year 1870 will undoubtedly be entered
upon the record of the nineteenth century as
the most prolific of international change

and of imposicg events that has rolled
by since the period of the first
French Revolution, and in many of

ita relations and effects it has surpassed that
wondertul period. The spaces, numbers, in-
telligence and resulls that its political convul-
sions have direetly influenced, are incompara-
bly greater than they were one bundred years
ago. Tie Stales and empires then ecalled
great were pigmies compared to their extent
and forees of to-day. If Great Dritain has,
since then, lost her American colonies, she has
gained others of far vast.r immediate weunlth
in India and Australia. France bas siretched
forth her powerful armsz icto Alzeria, Cochin
China, Madagnscar und the South Seas; Rus-
gia has added whaele kinrdoms to ber realm in
the Euasl; Ialy has become a firat class
Power instead ol “*a geographicn] expression;”
Greece is independem; Egypt is, in all but
diplomatic form, a strong and eulightened
Siatz; China and Japan have both been
opened to onlside traffic and treaty; South
and Ceatral America and the adjacent islands
are a series of empireg and republics, and even
on the far north of this Continent a growing
viceregil Dominion hes sprung up where tlen
but a few sparse eettlements were etruggling
into existence. The channels of intercourse
and the count of human beings are, comparad
with thelr aggregate in 1702, ag five 1o one:
and these again are multiplied indefinitely by
iron nerves and highways and the miracles of
the electrie foree and steam. The hiesing
engine and the thrilling wire are the irne
demoeratic wizards which have shigttered the
images of monarchical superstition and huve
propagated  their kind  with  bewildering
rapidity wherever, like Cadmus in a modern
garb, they have cast not idle pehbles, but iron

| bars, the cr}.alal!lzrfd representatives of the
1

people’s sweat and toll, and planted their
standards to attraet and subjugate the in-
visible spirit of the storm. Revolution and
the wars that precede ity therefore, move in
these days by eteam and by lightning., They

| tonel the sands of Saliara, and a broad chan-

nel for commerce euts the barrier between the
Red Sea and the Mediterranean, bringing the

| East and the West months nearer to each

sther; they leap to the summits of the Rocky

| Mountain paszes;, and New York elbows San

Franteigso ; they plunge into the heart of the
Alpg, and its granile melts before them; they

dive inlo the depths of Ocean, and
the ery of the Od World, be it
joyous or sorrowful, is still ringing in

the streets of anclent capitals when it aronses
the echocs of towns of scarcely a year's
growih on the easteramost shores of the New
Continent, This 18 to diminish +time and
gpace and to agorandize humanity in untold
proportion. Heuce, when 1870 brought us the
Ecumenical Council; the downfull of the
French empire aud of the Nepoleonic dynasty ;
the Halian occupation of Rome and the sus-
pension of the temporal power of the Papacy ;
the reclization of German unity and the re-
vival of a grand confederated German emplre
ol

sectuingly resistless statogmunship and |

military skill ; the actual eruption of the Orl-
ental voloano usually atyled the Esatern ques-
tion, and the sudden reappearance of Russia
as the ‘‘cloud-compelling Jove,” who bas
kindled the flame and s preparing to hurl the
thunderbolts that are te rend and overwhelm
the citadels of Mohammedan empire—1870
rose to the dignity of an epoch—nay, of an
era—remarkable and memorable to all pos-
terity.

And what of 1571—the stranger just cross-
ing the threshold of Time Present? Who
shall dare to answer so momentous an in-
quiry? Is it to be the promised year—the
awful year that is utterly to dash in pieces

Those pagod thinga of sabre away,
With fronta of brass and feet of clay,

oris it to confirm the secret cemapiracy of
kinga and kaisers, who, this day, amid the
smoke of bombarded cities and burniog
homes, are plotting a compact of reaction
against the people and the people's rights
wherever thoy seek refuge? Ah! we have
no fear of the worse anawer. That Europe
shudders on the verge of vaster wars; that
blood, devastafion and mourning are to visit
wider boundariea there, ahfl that tha wail of
millions more must yet ascend (o heaven ere
the Spring be ripe is but too sadly evident a
truth ; but that the very excess of this agony
portends an early and complete deliverance
we are equally entitled to believe. There is
a rock of refuge left—a light shining steadily
and boldly out against the tempest—a stan-
dard borne aloft, to which the nations turn
for emcourngement and example. It is here,
on the soil of the great republic, in the
land of Washington. This is the
secret which the new year coming in may ren-
der, ere we be aware, an active realization
rather than a mere abstract faith. Men bound
in the torpor of the past hesitate to think thus;
but there are higher dispensations than those
of man, and we are now to grapple with the
futnre. We may, indeed, then wish to all a
happy, but would it be less worthy of the
hour to invoke a glorions New Year, useful
beyond all precedent, to the spread of trath,
liberty and the peace and happiness of the
people? Such, we believe, will become the
exalted mission of 1871, and in that faith we
invite you this fair morning, griwious reader,
to hail with us “‘the better time that is to be!”

The Var in Fraonce=The Bombardment
Commencoed,

The bombardment of Paris has actually
began ; bat it does not, so far, seem to have
hean go fearful o visitation as the world gene-
rully seems to have expected. Tt was the
popular impression that egolid iron shot and
bursting shell wonld be poured upon the
Leads of the devoted PMarisians as they fell
upon the Strashourgers and ia our war upon
the peopla of Petersburg and Vicksburg, So
far one or {wo solitary shells have been
projected  as  far as  the  suburhs
of Villette and Belleville, mere out-
skirts of the cily, barely ioside the enceinle
or inmer line of works, and no more Paris
proper than Hoboken is New York, Indeed,
o boiler explosion in Williamshurg is a visita-
tion of more fearful import to the citizens of
Fifth avenue than the German bombardment
of Belleville or Villotte is to the Prenchmen on
the inner boulevards. Our special despateh
siates that the Germans intend to throw shells
steadily into these suburhs nnd also into the
Faubourg St. Antoine. The latter is fairly

® part of the city propes. Il is
the guartier where the rabble live,
the people of the lower  classes,

those fierce fighting moblots who tore down
the Bastile years ago, overthrew the dynasties
of Louis XVL. and beheaded bim and his
queen, Marie Antoinctte; petted tae guillo-
tine and frightened the leaders of the revolu-
tion of 1792 into the strict and rigid perform-
ance of those fearful orgics of blood that gave
the revolution the name of “The Reign of
Terver.” St. Antoine is eminently the most
desirable part of Paris to ghell, but it is yet
doubtful if the Prussian guns ean reach
even so far into the city. The eide upon
which the bombardment has commenced
ia that sida upon which the Germans, hy tlLeir
heavy assanlt recently, secured Furt Mont
Avron and proporiionately advanced iheir
lines of investment., They aro therelore most
probably nearer Paris on that side than upon
any other, and if they can searcely reach tle
edges of the city proper from their advanced
positions it is not probable that the more mag-

nificeat quarters on the south and west,
or the grand palaces and churches
and  houlevards nearer the centre noed
apprehend any  serions hail  of iron,

The bewbardment ut the present stage is the
merest fiaseo, and serves rather to disclose the
futility of Pruesian threats than to frighten the
peaple of Paris into surrender. An average
citizen in the Fanbourg St Anioine can very
easily sleep all throngh it. What the bom-
hardmeat may become hereafter depends on
the success of the attack which the Prussians
contemplate making on the heavy forts in the
outer line of defences.

The main feature of the war news ontside
Paris at present is the indignant uprising of
the people against the extortions practised
apon them by the Prussian troops garrisoning
the capturcd towns, A natiopal war, whercin
the citizens and pricets, and even the women
and children fake up arms in stealth and
secrecy against an enemy, is a horrible thing,
but it has been known before in France, and
the spirit of La Vendce still thoroughly per-
vades her people,

Ler Ove NEw YeAnr be welcomed with
thanksgiving, prayer and praise to-day, aud
with becoming social festivities, visits and
welcomes to-morrow, not forgetling the noize-
less little offices of honest charity.

Tne Bexygrr Mepars, which are intended
a8 o testimonial to the member of the Fire
Department who shall have distinguished him-
self by the most brave and worthy act within
the line of his fireman’s duty duriag the year,
were distributed at the opening of the Fire-
men's Lyceum and Library on Wednesday last,
The medal of 1869 was given to M. D. Tomp-
kins, ass'stant foreman of Hook and Ladder
Company No. 7, for the rescue of o woman from
the fourth floor of the building Ne, 478 Broad-
way, November 14, 1860, The medal of 1870
was presented to Benjamin A. Gicquel, fore-
man of Engine Company No. 9, who rescued
two women and two children from the bura-
ing building No. 73 Montgomery street on the
night of Seplember 26, 1870.

Preach the W

A subject that is now engrossing the atten-
tion of Christian ministers and the veligious
press of the country is the sparseness of the
congregations on the Sabbath. The complaint
is not confined to any particular church or de-
nomination of Pretestants, but is experienced
more or less by them all. They find that mag-
nificent and well appointed churches, exquisite
music by quartets and organs, eloguent preach-
ing—sensational, popular or otherwise—and
all that can charm the eenses and gratify the
msthelic tastes of men, fail to attract the
masses. On any given Sabbath in the year It
will be found that not onme In fifty of any re-
ligious congregation belongs to the working
classes or to the really poor of our population.
This may be accounted for, however, partly by
the fashionableness of our churches, which
bave been built of late years without much, if
any, regard to the moral or spiritual wants of
the poorer people, and partly by the style and
character of the preaching, which conaists very
much of the novelistic material—a grain of
wheat in & bushel of chaff—or the newspaper
Jenking style of two lines of news and a col-
umn of ‘“dummy and dilution.” Minigters
do not seem fully to appreciate the
age in which we live, or to compre-
bend that the people to whom they preach
understand theoretically as much of religious
trath as do their teachers. FPeople live
deeper and higher now than they ever did, and
the various forms of truth, social, moral,
spiritual, scientific, enter far more into the
daily life and converaation of every one of us
than they ever did in any age before, There
is, therefore, greater ingairy than ever; but
this inquiry is after truth, not theory or specu-
lation.

In all the range of Scripture teaching suc-
cess iy promised enly upon the adoption and
enforcement of the command that heads this
article—Preaching of the Word. The Word,
in Seripture parlance, sigmifies Jeans Christ,
and He says of Himsslf, *‘And Iif I be lilted
up will draw all men unto me.” And St
Paul gives to a young minister the charge
most needed in our day, as it was in his,
“Preach the Word.” This, anid this oaly, can
be depended upea to draw the masses, Jesus
Chirist, the beginning and the ending, and the
centre and life of all preaching, is the only
magneie power which can bring Fifth avenue
aznd Five IPoint sinners to hear the Gospel.
But our pulpits scem to think differently, and
they discuss the war in Europe and browheat
Romanists, and infidels, and freethinkers, and
liberal Christians, and disconrse ahout every-
thing else under the Sun but the ona thing
upon which the Musler predicated sunccess.
Gospel trath earries with il a convietion that
cannot be resisied wholly, LI will make infi-
dels and sceptics ot somo time or other ery
out, “Traiy this man was the Son of God.”
Ministers should therefore exalt Jesus and
not themselves or their peenliar theories.

But the Coristian Church members are not
allogether free from blame in this mattor.
There i3 not in the lives and couversation and
sets of hundreds of them anything to encourage
chur¢h going or a search after the hidden
things of relizion by olhers; ba!, on the con-
trary, there is a great deal against it IF
religion and morality are whal they are popa-
larly believed to be, why do not the professors
of either talk more about them and advoeate
their adoption by others, instead of leaving
this wark to ba done by ministers on the Sab-
bath? If Christianity is worth possessinz at
all it is worth talkieg about oftener than oace
a week., Clisiatian men and women can talk
about stocks and honds and honses and
jewels; but they ecan't find elther time or
heart to talk about or to recommend the price-
leas jewels which God gives, or the Lonse not
made with hands, eteraal in the heavens,
whieh He bas prepared for them that love
Him. The ¢hings whichare geen and temporal
are of more account with Christians in daily
life than the (hisgs which are unseen, though
they be etornal.  How, then, can they expect
perzons who Lave po religious lasles or expe-
rience to long for or to sock after a good
which they themselves declare oft and again is
notof much value when they have it 2 It the
churches of this city and of any other are to
be filled, and the peopls to tike o interast in
he preschlnr, minmisters must preach the
Word, and tire Chareh peop!® wuszl talk more
apbout it. We have no doubt at all that
preschers who aim only to please God and to
win souls for Iim will have good wudiences, if
the Clhristinns ol thoeir congregations do their
part a8 faithifnlly and s well.  Spurgeon finds
no difficulty now in druwisz six thousand per-
gons to every service of his, notwithstanding
his first efforts were made
few mechanics. Lot our ministers and people
take these suzzestions to heart, and see il in
this new year on wiich wo are entering they
caano} do better than they have done in 1870
to fill up their eharches,

ina garret with u

Srergrary Bovrwery's Finaxoian Pornioy
is just at this time the subject of most unfavor-
able eriticism, the present stringency of the
woney market being traceable to the pertina-
city with which he adheres to bis scheme of
hoarding gold and greenbacks. The Sveretary
has felt callad upon 1o defend himaell against
these attacks, and says his policy is wholly
misunderstood. His object is only to lbold
gufficient funds in the Treagury as are neces-
gary to meet the public obligations and keep
him from going on the market (o borrow.
After paying the January interests and
redeeming the matured three per cent certifi-
cates the balances in the Treasury will not
he large, and hereafter the accumulation of
coin will be comparatively emall in conse-
quence of the decreased receipts from customs
under the new tariff, In view of these lacts
Mr. Boutwell thiuks it inexpedient to deviate
from the policy which be has Leretofore pur-
sued,

Two NEw YEAR Davs.—As il was with
Chrigtmas, so we shall bave with the New
Year—two dnys this time for its recognition ;
this day for the church rervices and the reli-
gious exercises of the festival, and to-morrow
for ita socinl receptions and hospitalities,
This division of the honors is so appropriate
and acceptable that we almost wish it could be
made the established usage from year to year,

Tag Rienr Kixp oF REOONSTRUCTION,—
During the last year the manufactures of
Richmond, Va., increased five million dollars
over thase of 1869,

|
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Postponement of the Eufopenn Congress.

The London Confersnce has abruptly ceased
to be a prospective fact. Pity itis so. The
men who now claim to represent France are
solely to blame for what must be called a fall-
ure. The London Conference would have
been a blessing to Europe and the world, and,
a8 we think, to France, The muddle is such
that & meeting of the great Powers had be-
come a necessity. The Conferemce could not
bat have been a gain to France. The existing
French government—a government self-consti-
tuted—was asked to send a representative,
The invitation was a virtual recoguition of the
de jacto government, and, of course, of the re-
public. In the Conference the present French
government would have been fully recognized,
and their pledges given for France would have
been as sacred as any pledges given by any
government which France has ever had,
France, or rather the men who claim to repre-
sent France, committed a big mistake after
Sedan, The mistake then committed is re-
peated and aggravated to-day. 8o far as we
know mo questlon was put by the other
Powers as to the standlog of the de fucto gov-
ernment in France. The situation was ac-
cepted. But Gambetta and his crowd, or, as
Napoleon somewhat wickedly calls them, ‘‘the
lawyers and the loafors,” demanded that the
“republic must be recognized” before France
would censent te send a representative. In
present ciroumstances the congress could not
but bave been a blessing to France. It would
have compelled a cessation of hostilities, It
might have saved the city of Paris and the
honor of the French people. But it was too
much to expect that the men who will not con-
sent to the convecation of the States General,
and who prefer to shed blood rather than
eacrifice their places, would consent to a con-
gress which, while it would have saved
France, would have been their own ruin. The
other view of the case is that the other
Powers have done Europe and the world an
injury by deferring to a class of men who
are more careful of individual interesis than
of the welfare of their conntry. The post-
ponement of the Conference is a calamity ; but
the burden of the calamity wust fall upon
France, and France when she is allowed to
speak out will not, unless we greatly mistake,
show much merey to Jules Favre, Gambetia
and their friends.

Report of the Commissioners of Chavitics
and Correciion.

This Board in their forthcoming annnal re-
port will maka a favorable statement of their
lahors for the relief of the poor, the unfortunate
and the eriminal of the community who are
entrusted to their eare. The Commissioners
kave charge of no less than twenty-one insti-
totions—a pretty heavy charge for one hoard
ta look aller, considering that it includes the
City Prison, the Penitentiary and other penal
establishments, as well as the hospitals,
orphan asylums, lunatic asylums, children's
schiools and many other ralveats for the sick,
the pauper and the criminal. They report
that all thess esiablishments contain in the
azgrerate over gaven thonsand Inmates. For
the support of these institutiona in the year
1871 it is estimated that the sum of one million
four bundred thousand dollars will be required,
the expendilures of the present year being
some two hundred thousand dollars less than
this amount, The Commissioners under the
new égime have been very active in (he per-
formanes of their duties, and, according to
their own stalements, the institutions under
their care are in a very healthy condition,
They demand a large amount for the expen-
ditures of the coming year, and it will be
expected that they shall be as economical in
its disbursement as may be consistent with
the conscientious performance of their mulsi-
farions duties.

QOne institution in charge of this Board is the
schoolship Mercury, where vagrant boys are
trained to seamanship, We are glad to see
that the young tars have been sent into praeti-
cal service on the ocean, The Mercury, with
her juvenile erew, sailed about two weeks ago
on a voyage to the mouth of the Amazon, from
which she will prozeed to the coast of Afriea,
makine a eruise altogether of about six moaths,
This will give the young nantical students a
good idea of life befors the mast, und may
probably make geod gailors (a much needed
commodity) out of many of them,

Tue New Year v Wasmxeron.—It is
glven out that in consequence of the recent
death of Mrs. Belknap, wife of the Secretary
of War, and in respsct te her memory, the
usznal socinl New Year receplioas ot the White
Hounse and at the residences of the several
memberz of the Cabinet, will not be held to-
morrow. This is right and proper; but it wiil
cut off the best hall of the Washington New
Year colebration—the official forenoon, de-
voled by ecitizens and strangers, oficials and
non-ufficials, and especially by the ladies, to a
round of calls, upon the President, the mem-
bers of bis Cabinet, foreign Ministers, members
of Congress, &e.  We presume, however, that
the hospitalities of the day among tle cilizens
of Washington generally will not be suspended
or abated.

Kise Winniax MagimxG Tae Most or Lirrie
Vierories, —The German Kaiser is reduced
to the necessity of making a great deal of
gmall vietories. It is not as it used to be in
the wonderfully successful battles at the open-
ing of the war, when the imperial armies,
numbering hundreds of thousands, surren-
dered. It was something to telegraph Queen
Augnsta of such astounding victories. But
to telegraph that the small fort of Ment Avron
wng taken and four men killed was coming
down to little affairs. In fact, it looks as if
the French had leisurely evacua'/d Mont
Avron, for it is said they bad removed their
guns, The Prince of Saxony reports that
when he entered the fort he found the works
deserted and the gung removed fo Noisy.
Evidently the aspect of the war is cLanged.

A GOVERNMENT SrTEAMER Missive.—Four
months ago the United States stenmer Sara-
nac lefi the Sandwich Islands for the newly
discovered Midway lslands, some two thou-
sand miles distant, in the track ef the Cali-
fornia and China steamers. BSicce her de-
parture from Honaolulu notbing has been heard
from her, and graat anxiety is felt concerning
her fate. The mall steamer Japan, which
sailed from San Francisco for China yester-
day, has orders to search for the Saranac, or to
asesciain what hag become of herg
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Movement on Havre.

The recenk operations of the German forces
in the neighborhood of Rouen show that the
capture of Havre i8 contemplated. A few
days since our correspondent in that city fur-
nished us with & highly interesting aceount of
the battle of Bt, Romain, a village but a short
distance from Havre, The result of that
battle, while it secured for the Germans no
direct advantage, made them acquainted, in
a great measure, with the force of the gar-
rison of the city. That this knowledge will
he turned to account hereafter we feel satisfied.
During the early days of the present month a
force varying from forty-five to sixty thou-
sand men, well equipped but badly officered,
formed the garrison and were ready to defend
Havre. This force, or by far the greater
portion of It, has since been drawn away, and
the defemce of the city left in the hands of
an inefficient garrison—inefficlent because
limited in mumbers and commanded by
inexpérienced officers. The events of the
past few days haye shown that the
troops of Havre not only can but will
fight. Tate despatches tell us that the
Germans are concentrating at the little
village of Bolbec, and that at Yvetet an-
other force was also gathered. This, juyiging
from the past movements of Germans,
means an aggressive movement against the
seaport, and one which in all probability will
prove successful. In the withdrawal of so
large force as that moved away by General
Briand we sco a movement the wisdom of
which is, to say the least, most question-
able. With a respectable force within the city,
provided that the defences to guard against
an attacking land force are in keeping with
the fortifications along the sea wall, the city
might be deemed impregnable agaimat a
German attack. As it Is, we fear the garrison
has been go weakened by the withdrawal of
troops that the eity standa in danger. The
occupancy of Havre, however, would secure
to the Geermans little beyond the stores in the
warehouses of the city. These, of course, are
considerable, provided they be not destroyed
when danger is at hand. The possession of
Havre would give them a seaport without the
advantages of a seaport. The French cruisers
would effectually blockade the harbor and not
a ship could eater, Hence supplies by sea
would ba prevented. But Havre in the hands
of the French, well guarded from attack from
land, would be of the grentest advantage to
the republic. It could he made one of the
great depots for supplies, When we think
that this important post has been weakened as
it is, we may well agres with the opinion of
our correspondent that the French troops are
badly officered.

The Dawn of New Year in Ireland.

Our special correspondence by mail from
Ireland is dated in Dublin on the 14th of
December. The writer presents good cause
for the anticipation of the happy opening of a
happy New Year for the inhabitants of the
Green Isle. A very great, a monster national
grievanoe, ceases to exist on this day, the 1st
of Jannary, 1871, The disendowment of the
Protestant Church establishment by leglsla-
tive enactment is completed this morning.
Tithing and tithe gathering is obliterated and
conscienca made completely free. Strange
to say, the prospect, as it is pictured by our
writer, is not pleaging for the future. ‘‘The
curse i3 upon us,” as was said by Moore, the
poet, in his day, for the Irish in Ireland still,
Land guestions and landlord interests ; fresh
religions questions, as they are termed, but very
inappropriately, and new political combina-
tions, all loom up before the eyes of the states-
men and public leaders. How isit? Is Ire-
land irreconcilable to England, or are the
Irish intractable to even the soothing~flu-
ences of foreign rule? The questions are of
interest to the world at large, but particularly
80 10 the Irish and their children in America,

The Washingt m

We present our readers to-day an interest.
ing article on the monument now in course of
construction at Washington city in memory of
him so justly styled “The Father of his
Country.” Ample reasons are given why it
should remain on ils present sile; the objects
and uses ot such structures are set forth in a
truly masterly style, and a complete history of
the monument is farnished from the concep-
tion of the plan to the present time, Sugges-
tions are also given, that, if carried out, will
tend to hurry its completion, and we trust that
the year just born will not pass without a strong
effort being made 1o have the structure
finished at the carliest time practicable. Aws
it now remnins it is a disgrace to our people.
If private subscriptions cannot complete it,
then government money should. We rely
npon the patriotism of the American people
Lo no longer permit the unfinished monument
to remain as it is, but to insist that the work
upon it recommence, not to cease until the
plan is carried out in all its details,

The Street Car Homicide in Brooklyn.

A most righteous verdict was that rendered
by the Coroner's jury in the case of the killing
of the rowdy, John Rourke, who was shot in
a slreet car by Mr. Hall several nizhis ago ia
Brooklyn. The jury declared the homicide
justifiable, and the accused was discharged.
The facts are frosh in the public memory and
need not be recited. The facts are simply
that a gang of ruffians, who had some pique
against the young man Hall, Iny in wait fer
him near one of the Brooklyn ferries and pur-
sued bim into a sireet car, where they beat
him most brutally, and would probably bave
killed him had he not been fortunate emough
to have a pistel about him, which, in the ex-
tremity of his agony—as he lay on the floor of
the car, bruised and beaten by six ruffians—he
discharged, and killed ome of his assailants.
What verdict ceuld the jury find than justi-
fiable homicide under such circamstances?
The result ought to be s watning to the rowdy
classes thal they must take the consequences
on the spot when they make an assanlt upen
a man, endangering his life, and that the law
will not protect them nor avenge them when
they suffer for their evil doings.

Tae Ma¥ Wio Wourp Nor Br INTER.
viewED.—The Rev. Mr. Sabine declined to
gratify the appetite of the public in the matter
of the funeral of the late G:orge Holland. He
prefers to be silent and keep his own connsel,
thinking that the public have nothing to do
with his conscicntions views upen this or any
other question regarding the discipline of hig
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